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                               HOW THE POLL WAS CONDUCTED  

The Research 2000 National Poll was conducted for Americans for Financial Reform

from May 15 through May 17, 2010. A total of 803 likely general election voters in 2010 were interviewed nationally by telephone. A cross-section of calls was made into each state in the country in order to reflect the registered voting population nationally. 

The margin for error, according to standards customarily used by statisticians, is no more than plus or minus 3.5% percentage points. This means that there is a 95 percent probability that the “true” figure would fall within that range if the entire registered voting population were sampled. The margin for error is higher for any demographic subgroup, such as gender or region. 

SAMPLE FIGURES:

Men                                                        
384     
(48%)                                                         

Women                                                  
419     
(52%)

Democrats                                               
247    
(31%) 

Republicans                                             
202    
(25%)

Independents                                           
354    
(44%)   

Northeast                                                
170      (21%)

South                                                      
247      (31%)

Midwest                                                 
203      (25%)

West                                                       
183      (23%)

   

                                                 GENERAL SUMMARY  

Over two-thirds (68%) of the likely general election voters in 2010 who were surveyed nation-wide would be less likely to vote to reelect their U.S. Senator if he/she votes against a proposed amendment to the Financial Reform Bill currently under consideration by the U.S. Senate, which would hold bankers, corporations, lawyers and accountants liable for aiding and abetting securities fraud. Only 24% of those surveyed would be more likely (11%) to vote to reelect their U.S. Senator if he/she votes against this proposed Financial Reform Bill or stated that their vote would have no effect (13%) on their vote for U.S. Senate. 
Two-thirds (65%) of Men and 71% of Women surveyed would be less likely to vote to reelect their U.S. Senator if he/she votes against this amendment. There is overwhelming bipartisan support for this amendment as 72% of Democrats, 61% of Republicans and 70% of Independents surveyed would be less likely to vote to reelect their U.S. Senator if he/she votes against the amendment which would hold bankers, corporations, lawyers and accountants liable for aiding and abetting securities fraud.
Further, there is overwhelming support for this amendment regionally as almost three-fourths (73%) of likely 2010 voters in the Northeast, almost two-thirds (64%) of voters in the South, over two-thirds (67%) of voters in the Midwest and West (70%) would be less likely to vote to reelect their U.S. Senator if he/she votes against the amendment which would hold bankers, corporations, lawyers and accountants liable for aiding and abetting securities fraud. 
In conclusion, likely 2010 voters overwhelmingly support accountability and oppose immunity for those who aid and abet securities fraud. U.S. Senators who oppose the amendment risk a backlash from an all ready angry electorate. 
NOTE: In our firms experience with poll questions which measures if a voter will be more or less likely to vote for a candidate or vote to reelect an incumbent based on his/her position an issue or a vote on a bill, there are usually pluralities one way or the other for either the more or less response option. The majority response in nine of ten cases is that the position or vote on the bill will have no real effect on the respondents vote. However, in this case there is an overwhelming majority of respondents (68%) who choose the less likely to vote option and only a small percentage (13%) who choose the no effect on their vote option. This further illustrates voter backlash in 2010.
POLL RESULTS                                                                                               

As you may know, a Financial Reform Bill is being voted on in the United States Senate right now in the wake of the financial crisis. Currently, bankers, corporations, lawyers and accountants who aid and abet securities fraud are immune from having to pay damages to pension plans and other shareholders they harm. An amendment is being considered to now hold them liable for damages when they aid and abet securities fraud. 
QUESTION: If your U. S. Senator votes against this amendment would that make you more or less likely to vote to reelect your Senator? (NOTE: If respondent said "it had no effect on their vote" it was reported) 
                                               LESS              MORE           NO EFFECT         NOT SURE            
ALL                                   
68%                 11%                   13%                        8%   
MEN                                 
65%                 14%                   15%                        6%    
WOMEN                           
71%
         
  8%                   11%                      10%
DEMOCRATS                  
72%                   7%                   10%                      11%   
REPUBLICANS               
61%                 18%                   18%                        3%    
INDEPENDENTS            
70%                 10%                   12%                        8%
NORTHEAST                   
73%                   6%                     8%                      13% 


SOUTH                             
64%
       
16%                   18%                        2%
MIDWST                        
67%
       
11%                   13%                        9%
WEST                                
70%
         
  9%                   11%                      10%
