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Dear Ms. Salo:

The Americans for Financial Reform Education Fund (AFREF) appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the proposal by the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) to improve the
disclosures about a public company’s expenses. Our comment will focus on the proposed
disaggregation of employee compensation from expense captions, which is critical to improving
investor access to important information and we strongly support. We make recommendations
for how to improve the usefulness and comparability of the information, as well as
recommendations for further FASB action.

Importance of workforce information

Accounting principles have not kept pace with drastic changes in how companies create value.
Over 90% of the S&P 500 market capitalization is attributed to intangibles,' the majority of
which include and/or are derived from human capital. This is in stark contrast to S&P 500 value
in 1975, over 80% of which was attributed to tangibles such as plants and equipment.” However,
only about 15% of public companies disclose labor costs in their financial statements,® and the
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overall current state of workforce information is “inconsistent, incomparable, and unreliable.”
This has resulted in repeated calls by investors and academics alike for consistent, comparable,
and decision-useful workforce information.” FASB’s proposal to disaggregate employee
compensation costs from expense captions is a significant and important step that is responsive
to investor needs and demands.

Workforce composition

While employee compensation cost disclosures are valuable, the drastic changes in companies’
workforce models that have occurred in the last decades means workforce cost disclosures
beyond employees as defined in Topic 718 are necessary for investors to have a complete and
accurate picture of a companies’ workforces. A full picture of a company’s workforce costs is
critical for investors’ ability to assess a company’s business, risks, and prospects for investment
purposes.

In a letter to the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), several union presidents made a
strong case for disclosures that encompass “the entire workforce that is material to investors,”
which they refer to as the “material workforce.”® The material workforce can include “workers
who are either not directly employed by the issuer or are not claimed by the issuer to be its
employees.”” The letter provides four concrete examples of workers who are part of a
company’s material workforce without being claimed as employees by the company: 1) an
estimated 150,000 Amazon delivery drivers, typically classified as employed by a contractor; 2)
over two million workers who work in McDonald’s-branded restaurants owned by franchisees;
3) hundreds of thousands of Uber drivers classified as independent contractors; and 4) hospitality
workforces employed through third-party hotel operating companies that create value for hotel
real estate investment trusts (REITs).?
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Because many workers beyond those who fall under a typical “employee” definition (including
the Topic 718 definition) are critical to assessing company value, investors and academics have
repeatedly requested workforce information (including workforce costs) disaggregated by
full-time, part-time, and contingent.” Contingent workers could be defined based on the SEC
Investor Advisory Committee’s recommendation of “all similarly situated persons whose work
contributes to a material level of revenue or income” not already captured under the Topic 718
employee definition.' The definition could also be based on the standard for determining joint
employer status under the National Labor Relations Act,'' such that workers for whom the
company would be considered a joint employer who are not already captured under the Topic
718 employee definition would be contingent workers.

FASB could require this information by either creating additional categories such as “part-time
workers’ compensation” and “contingent workers’ compensation” in addition to the proposed
“employee compensation” category, or creating a “total workforce compensation” category that
would be further disaggregated into the three categories.

Employee compensation

Investors have repeatedly argued that disclosures should be comparable. For that reason,
companies should not have discretion over what to include in the employee compensation
category. We therefore oppose the proposal that “an entity may elect, but is not required, to
include amounts attributable to other transactions entered into for the benefit of employees (for
example, the provision of subsidized goods or services) in employee compensation.” FASB
should either include this in the definition of employee compensation that applies to all
companies, or exclude it.

Additionally, we support the recommendation of the SEC Working Group on Human Capital
Accounting Disclosure to further disaggregate employee compensation by type of compensation
“because different labor-related expenditures are more likely to reflect investments than
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others.”"? The Human Capital Management Coalition also recommended further disaggregation
of “salaries/wages, benefits such as health care, employer’s contribution to Medicare and Social
Security, value of equity-based compensation, commissions and bonuses, perquisites, overtime,
severance payments, and retirement,”" and pointed to IFRS International Accounting Standard
(TIAS) 19: Employee Benefits, which requires companies to disaggregate wages and salaries,
social security contributions, and pension costs from staff costs.'

Additional recommendations

Disaggregation of workforce costs from expense captions is a significant, important, and
welcome step in making the income statements of public companies useful to investors. We also
want to call attention to the importance of additional recommendations the Human Capital
Management Coalition made in its letter in response to FASB’s invitation to comment on its
agenda in 2021, and urge action to further implement its recommendations, including disclosure
of headcount, turnover, and diversity data."

Lastly, we urge FASB to take action on private company workforce disclosures, including by
expanding the applicability of the proposed expense disaggregation disclosures to private
companies. The number and size of private companies has skyrocketed in the last decade, while
their operations have remained opaque to investors. As of last summer, private markets assets
under management reached $11.7 trillion, having grown at an annual rate of almost 20% since
2017.'® While the SEC has recently taken important steps to bring transparency to this area of
the market for investors, investors still lack basic consistent, comparable, and decision-useful
workforce information about private companies.

We thank FASB for engaging in this important process to improve the disclosures about a public
company’s expenses. We appreciate FASB’s consideration of our recommendations to improve
the disclosures’ usefulness and comparability. For further discussion, please contact Natalia
Renta at natalia@ourfinancialsecurity.org.
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Sincerely,

Americans for Financial Reform Education Fund



